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How can you influence Newcastle City Council?     
This Information Sheet explains some of the ways local residents can make their views known and influence decisions in the City Council 
Telling council members what you think

Major decisions in the City Council are made by councillors who are elected to represent local residents.  

· You can make your views known to your local councillors who represent the ward you live in by contacting them direct 

· You can go to the Ward Committee meeting for your area where you can raise any concerns that you have and join in discussions about plans and services in your area
· You can make your views known to the Leader of the Council or to the councillors who have Executive responsibilities for the services you are concerned about (known also as “Portfolio holders”)

· You can talk to the councillors who chair the Scrutiny Panels – they are looking at the budgets for different areas of council services.

See the Useful Contacts in the City Council Information Sheet 

Attending council meetings

There are two regular meetings where councillors discuss important decisions and decide on policy. The dates of forthcoming meetings can be found on the Council’s website - www.newcastle.gov.uk (click on the Council and democracy link on the left hand side).
· All councillors, from both political parties, meet every month at full meetings of the  City Council.  Anyone can attend these meeting and observe.  Petitions can be presented and questions can be asked at full Council meetings, but notice is required.  

· The Executive is where the councillors with Executive responsibilities for particular council services discuss and make plans about council services and policies.  These meetings take place at least once a month.  Anyone can attend these meetings and can ask to speak 

Presenting a petition

A petition is a written document requesting the City Council to do something in particular.  It has to be signed mainly by people living or working in Newcastle.  Residents can attend City Council meetings to present a petition but they must get permission in advance to do this.  

Petitions can also be presented to other Council meetings, including the Executive.  It is best to keep the wording of a petition simple and specific.  If you want further information or permission to present a petition, contact the Council’s Democratic Services section on 0191 2328520.

Question time at Council meetings

There is a half-hour set aside at Council meetings for questions from the public.  You need to get permission in advance by writing to the Council before 12 noon on the Monday of the week before the meeting.  Speak to the Council’s Democratic Services section on 0191 2328520 for information and advice.

Leader and Executive members

If you feel strongly about something, you can contact the Leader of the Council directly or one of the Executive Members.  The Executive Members are councillors with special responsibility for particular services or policy areas, such as regeneration or children & young people.  See the Useful Contacts in the City Council Information Sheet.
You can also get current information from the council’s website – www.newcastle.gov.uk
Scrutiny Panels

Scrutiny Panels are responsible for looking at how money is spent on different services.  There are five Scrutiny Panels, covering the same areas of responsibility as the Executive members’ in the list above.  The public can attend meetings of Scrutiny Panels, and can speak at meetings with permission of the Chair.  Details of the members of the panels and the times of meetings can be found on the council’s website (although as of May 29th it had not yet been updated to show the correct information for the Council Year 2008/9) .  
More information 
More detailed information is available on the Newcastle City Council website – www.newcastle.gov.uk.  A useful starting point is the Council and democracy link on the left hand side of the website.  You can use this link to find out who your councillor is if you are not sure which ward you live in.  This will also tell you when and where your councillors hold their surgeries, and the dates and places of Ward Committee meetings (although the information on the website is not always up to date)
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