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       What’s happening with

                        LOCAL HOSPITALS?

Over the next few years, many of the health services provided on the General Hospital site will move elsewhere.

Cancer services will move to the new Cancer Centre at the Freeman Hospital by November 2008.  All the other acute hospital services – including the Accident and Emergency Department, neurosciences, infectious diseases, and children’s services – will move to new facilities currently being built at the Royal Victoria Infirmary.  The transfers will start in 2009.   
Mental health, older people’s and diabetes services will stay on the General Hospital site.

What’s happening to the General Hospital site?
Some of the older buildings on the General Hospital site have been demolished recently as services have been relocated.  More will go over the next few years.  The services that will remain are largely at the northern end of the site and include 

· the Diabetes Centre

· the Centre for the Health of the Elderly and 

· the Hadrian Clinic which provides mental health services.  

There is a listed building at the front of the site which may be kept and converted for alternative use.  However, much of the remaining site will be available for re-development.  

It is estimated that two-thirds of the General Hospital will be surplus to health service requirements.  Discussions are still taking place about the future use of the vacant area.  The site is owned by the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals Trust.  The Trust has formed a partnership with Newcastle University and Tesco.  This partnership wants to develop a new large supermarket alongside housing and some health services.  The plans also include more care for older people as well as a new medical science park which will house a research centre studying ageing – part of the plans for a Science City in Newcastle.

Before this can happen, Tesco and its partners have to secure planning permission.  They plan to make a formal planning application to the City Council by the end of the summer.
Continued on other side
What about the City Council?

Although the City Council is not part of the partnership developing the General Hospital site, it is involved in the discussions about these plans.  It has a major role, as the planning authority, in the future use of the site.  Also the Council has just finished doing extensive public consultation about the Benwell and Scotswood Area Action Plan which includes proposals for future use of the General Hospital site.  This Action Plan states that the “preferred uses” for the site are health, community and residential, but it also says that retail and offices/light industrial are “acceptable uses”.  Another part of the Plan says that the General Hospital site should be the “preferred option” for major retail development in the area.
The recent consultation showed that the proposals about shopping were the most controversial part of the Action Plan.  Many residents would like to see a good new supermarket in the west end, but not everyone wants it on the General Hospital site.  Opinions are sharply divided.  A lot of people are worried that the Tesco plans would damage existing shopping areas like Adelaide Terrace and Stanhope Street.
Having your say about the General Hospital site
There are several ways you can have a say about the future of the General Hospital site.
Tesco and its partners are setting up an exhibition on the hospital site for a month, starting next month.  People can go along and see pictures and plans of the proposed development, ask questions, and give their views and ideas.  Details of the exhibition will be publicised in the local press and through leaflets.
When the formal planning application is submitted to the City Council, there is a consultation period during which anyone can comment.  Copies of the full planning application should be available for people to see in local libraries and in the Civic Centre.  Information should also be available on the council’s website (www.newcastle.gov.uk) but be warned that this can be a difficult site to find your way around.
The council’s Ward Committee’s are good places to find out about what is happening in your area or to raise any questions or concerns about local health services or other matters.  There is a Ward Committee for each electoral ward.  They meet regularly in local venues, and any resident can attend and take part.  They are advertised locally through posters and leaflets and on the City Council’s website (www.newcastle.gov.uk).
Tesco, Newcastle University, and the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals Trust have a website which contains information about the proposals for the General Hospital site – www.partnershipwestend.co.uk 
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