Older People’s Participation Work

(West End Community Development Consortium)

Consultation work

Since the last Sub Group meeting, we have continued to visit venues and events to talk to older people about their concerns and explore their potential interest in future regeneration activities and discussions.  Consultations have taken place at the following:

· Coffee morning at Shafto Court

· Benwell Ladies Fellowship Meeting

· Wonderwalks tea party

· Carers group outing

· “Have a nice day” event at Fairholm Club

· Search AGM

· Cornerstone Lunch Club

The findings from these consultations have been reported to the West End Community Development Consortium, who are developing mechanisms for disseminating local people’s views and trying to get them acted on.

Networking & joint working

An important focus of the work has been to try to ensure that it fits in with other elements of Search’s work, especially the development of activities based on consultation with older people about their interests.  We have also made links with other organisations and workers with a view to developing joint work and exchanging information.  Meetings have been held with Activities for Health, Yours and Mine (Chat Shop café), Barbara Douglas and the Elders Council, the library service, and Mike Greatbatch (City Council’s Heritage Interpretation Development Officer), among others.

Forthcoming events

The following events are planned:

· Coffee morning at Tynedale House – August

· Tea party at Chat Shop – August (provisional)

· Autumn Treats event at Cruddas Park – September 

· Good Neighbour Project session linked with AGM events - September

· Cragside trip -  including interactive workshop - September

· Tyne riverboat trip – floating interactive workshop – October

· Minibus trips round Benwell/Scotswood linked with photographic project – October/November

· Local history/reminiscence project – launch October (provisional)

· Two consultation events specifically targeted at ethnic minority elders – to be arranged

Consultation about Benwell Library

One of the main issues identified through the consultation so far is local concern about the implications of the proposed move of Benwell Library.  As a result, it has been decided to carry out an evaluation of the use of the library building and the community’s views of its role.  This will be done by the “Knowledge Inclusion Project” of the WECDC.  The evaluation is in the planning stages, but we would hope to complete it during the autumn.  

Black & minority ethnic communities

The audit of services and facilities for ethnic minorities is underway.  We are intending to complete it by mid-September.  The findings will then be incorporated in the re-write of the Search Business Plan.
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