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Whatever happened to Going for Growth?

“Going for Growth” was Newcastle City Council’s attempt at a grand strategy for the regeneration of the whole city. Its vision was of creating a “competitive, cosmopolitan and cohesive capital city”.

However it was the proposals for large-scale housing demolition in the west end that most concerned local residents. The original Going for Growth proposals identified several housing areas for possible demolition, including much of Scotswood and West Benwell. The Going for Growth “master plan” talked about major housing development of up to 3,000 new homes on the cleared sites, with the first 1,000 new homes being built in Scotswood and West Benwell in 2006.

Last year the Lib Dems took control of the City Council, committed to stopping Going for Growth. By this time, large parts of Scotswood and West Benwell had been, if not already demolished, thoroughly blighted by the threat of clearance. Today the area is peppered with empty sites, partially cleared streets of housing and rows of boarded-up homes. Dereliction is everywhere but there are few signs of the promised “urban renaissance”.

The current plans.

There are no definite plans yet for what will happen to the land in Scotswood and West Benwell once clearance is complete. This does not mean however that nothing is happening.

The idea of large-scale re-development has been deferred in favour of a more gradual approach to transforming the West End. This involves:

· Clearance of those areas of Scotswood and West Benwell already identified for demolition.

· A Housing Expo in Scotswood to encourage new housing development.

· Improvement and better management of remaining areas of housing.

· Changes in local facilities and services, including an Academy and a Customer service centre.
Further information about these plans is available on other KIP information sheets (see over)

The other side of this leaflet gives information about the current housing clearance plans.

Housing Demolition.
The Councils aim is to regenerate the inner west by removing areas of housing seen as having no future and improving the remaining housing in neighbouring areas in order to support re-development. KIP’s consultation has found that the main question for local residents is: What is going to be demolished and when?

The number of homes scheduled for clearance in the inner west was more than 1,450. Extensive demolition has taken place already. There are now about 690 properties remaining to be demolished.

The demolition work happening at the moment is scattered around Scotswood – most recently in Armstrong Road. Streets in Scotswood affected by clearance include Robert Street, Pretoria Street, Shafto Street, Whitfield Road, Wayside, Bankside, Woodstock Road, Heath Crescent, Whitehouse Road, Denton Road, Dorset Ave, Yewcroft Ave and Broadmaed Way (although it is important to emphasize that not all houses in these streets are to be demolished, and in some cases only a few.)

Most of the demolition still to take place is in West Benwell. The whole of West Benwell Terraces area and all of Lower Deleval Estate will be demolished. Upper Deleval Estate however is to remain. The streets affected include Deleval Road, Benwell Dene Terrace, Benwell Lane, Woodland Crescent, Holmland and Forest Road.

Local residents are often puzzled to see boarded up houses standing empty for years, and wonder why they can’t be demolished straightaway. One of the main reasons for delay is that the council can only knock down properties that they actually own. So far demolition has been limited to properties already owned by the council or those acquired voluntarily from owners. The council is now looking to use Compulsory Purchase Orders - in which case it is likely to be 2008-9 before we see demolition of all the remaining areas of housing. The council has stated that:

                    “There are no other areas where demolition is being considered.”

Do you want to know more?
KIP is producing a series of briefing papers and information sheets to inform residents living in the inner west about issues affecting their lives. If you would like ton receive copies of these, please let us know. We would also like to know what other subjects you would like more information about. Is there something happening in your area that needs investigation? Get in touch and let us know.

· KIP works across the inner west neighbourhoods of Newcastle

· KIP provides information and research support to community groups and local residents.

· KIP is part of West End Community Development Consortium – a network of local voluntary organisations in the west end, supported by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

KIP, 447 Armstrong Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE15 6HS: email kip@thestrategy.org
