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A District Heart.

One of Going for Growth’s big ideas was to have a new District Heart in the inner west. Although Going for Growth is officially dead, the plan for a District Heart remains, and there has been a considerable amount of discussion and feasibility work taking place. The area around the bottom of Condercum Road is now seen as the location for the District Heart.

The Majestic site.

Since the old Majestic building was knocked down, rumours have been flying round about what was to happen on the site. The site is on the East side of Condercum Road by the junction with Adelaide Terrace. The original plan was to create a new centre here which would combine a council Customer Service Centre (including the library and housing office) and a health centre (including some of the local GP surgeries). This was to be funded through one of the governments private finance initiatives. Discussions have been taking place for more than 2 years about the development.

Just a few weeks ago, however, the Primary Care Trust (the organisation responsible for the health service side of the development) suddenly announced unexpectedly that it had decided not to put any services at all on this site.

The current state of play is that the council is planning to go ahead with the development of a Customer Service Centre on the Majestic site. The council is planning to consult local residents over the next few months to obtain their views.

Customer Service Centre.

The council has already opened three Customer Service Centres in Newcastle – in the east end, outer west and Kenton – in addition to the main Customer Service Centre in the city centre. The Customer Service Centre planned for the former Majestic site will provide a range of local services including:

· A library

· Housing services currently delivered by the Benwell Housing Office and including Benefits services.

· Other council services which currently are provided at the Civic Centre only, such as Council Tax

There will also be a meeting room for use by local community groups and residents.

Benwell Library

The future of the Benwell Library building on Atkinson Road is now up in the air, with the plan to move the library services to the new Customer Services Centre. So far there has been no consultation with the local people about this move.

As well as the library service itself, the building also houses the Riverside Community Health Project, the West Newcastle Local Studies photographic collection, Kidstuff toy library and a range of classes, courses and facilities for residents of all ages. It is not yet known what the future of the building and its other users would be if the library service were to move.

KIP is carrying out an evaluation of how the Benwell Library building is used at the moment and how the local community want to see it develop. If you have any views about this, please contact us (contact details at the end.)

Dolphin Street Community Centre.

Dolphin Street Community Centre is next door to the old Majestic site. It is a well used community building run by a local community association. The future of the building has been in question for several months, as it was possible that the proposed joint council and health services centre might need Dolphin Street’s land as well.

Now that the PCT has pulled out, Dolphin Street Community Centre seems to be safe. The new plans being drawn up for the Customer Service Centre only cover the former Majestic site. Council representatives have stated that there are no plans to demolish Dolphin Street Community Centre.

Former Safeway Site.

On the other side of Condercum Road from the Majestic site, the site previously occupied by a Safeway supermarket has been cleared. The site will have a new LIDL supermarket. This is under construction now.

Do you want to know more?
KIP is producing a series of briefing papers and information sheets to inform residents living in the inner west about issues affecting their lives. If you would like ton receive copies of these, please let us know. We would also like to know what other subjects you would like more information about. Is there something happening in your area that needs investigation? Get in touch and let us know.

· KIP works across the inner west neighbourhoods of Newcastle

· KIP provides information and research support to community groups and local residents.

· KIP is part of West End Community Development Consortium – a network of local voluntary organisations in the west end, supported by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

KIP, 447 Armstrong Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE15 6HS: email kip@thestrategy.org
