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Schools, nurseries and children’s centres in the west end.

The Academy

The big change affecting the west end is the plan to build a new “Academy” for 11 – 18 year olds. This would replace West Gate Community College. Academies are a radically new type of school – run by the private sector but with public money. Nearly all of the costs of the new school building will come from the government. The council has to provide the land. Control of the academy will be in the hands of the “sponsor”. In the case of the west end academy this is Lord Laidlaw, a Scottish businessman and Conservative peer.

The current plan is to build the academy on a site near Norland Road in Scotswood.

The target date for the academy to open is September 2008. When the academy opens, West Gate Community College will cease to exist as a school. The future of the school site is uncertain. The plan however is to retain the Centre for Sport on the present site.

The formal decision to develop a new academy has already been taken by the council, following a consultation exercise over the summer. The next steps are:

· The legal procedure for closing West Gate will start in the Autumn

· Starting soon, the academy sponsor is to hold a consultation about what kind of school the academy will be

· Planning permission will be sought to build a school on the new site – with outline planning permission probably applied for by the end of 2005

· The council is also planning to consult local residents about the closure of Norland Road Community Centre.

Each of these steps will give the residents opportunities to find out more information and give their views.

Nurseries

Valley View Nursery is due to be closed next year. Valley View, Armstrong Road Day Nursery and Delaval Road School nursery class will be merged to create a new early years unit at the Bridgewater Centre. It is not yet known what will happen to the Valley View building.

Primary Schools

There are new developments planned on some of the existing school sites:

· Delaval Road School is to be extended to create a new school catering for children from 0 – 11, with additional community facilities. Building work starts soon and should be completed by September 2006. The new development will be called the Bridgewater Centre.

· Canning Street School is to be refurbished and partially rebuilt. This is a private finance initiative, which means that the new school building will be owned by a private company and leased to the school and also that cleaning and school meals will be run private firms. There is not a definite timetable yet for the building works but these should take place between 2007 – 2010. The school will continue to operate on the existing site until the new building is ready.
· Westgate Hill Primary School may get a new building funded by New Deal for Communities. Under the proposed arrangements, New Deal would own the building and lease it to the school. There is no definite decision yet but this is under discussion. The existing school building is listed and cannot be demolished, so the replacement building would have to be built on the grounds adjacent to it.
Children’s Centres

One of the government’s big ideas is to create “Children’s Centres” in different areas to provide a range of services to young children and their families. There will be 12 children’s centres in Newcastle by March 2006. The term “children’s centre” has caused some confusion, as many people assume it means that there will be a building in each area. This is what is happening in some areas but not in Newcastle. A Children’s centre in Newcastle is not a building. The main noticeable change will be that the existing Sure Start Programmes, which cater for children under four and their families, will be called Children’s Centres instead. There are two in the inner west – Westgate and Armstrong. Two new Children’s Centres are being created, in Wingrove and Fenham.

Do you want to know more?
KIP is producing a series of briefing papers and information sheets to inform residents living in the inner west about issues affecting their lives. If you would like ton receive copies of these, please let us know. We would also like to know what other subjects you would like more information about. Is there something happening in your area that needs investigation? Get in touch and let us know.

· KIP works across the inner west neighbourhoods of Newcastle

· KIP provides information and research support to community groups and local residents.

· KIP is part of West End Community Development Consortium – a network of local voluntary organisations in the west end, supported by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund

KIP, 447 Armstrong Road, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE15 6HS: email kip@thestrategy.org
