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Introduction

This briefing paper is one of a series produced by KIP intended to provide residents, community groups and local organisations with information about plans, problems and issues affecting the inner west of Newcastle.  The choice of topics to be covered by these briefing papers is based on concerns raised by local people and groups.

During the past couple of years, there has been an increase in the number of  people coming into the west end from Europe.  This briefing paper describes where they have come from, their legal status, and the factors that have caused many to leave their former countries of residence.

Where have these migrants come from?

The new migrants have mainly come from countries that joined the European Union in 2004.  These countries were:
Czech Republic

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Hungary

Malta

Cyprus

Most of the new migrants into West Newcastle have come from Eastern Europe – especially from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Poland.

In the west end, many of the new European migrants are Roma. Roma is an ethnic group.  Most of those in Newcastle came from the Czech Republic, Latvia and Slovakia.
Roma migrants
“The treatment of Roma people is the biggest human rights challenge in Eastern Europe” 

(Havel, President of Czech Republic)
A lot of the new migrants in the west end are Roma.  Many Roma people had previously come to the UK as asylum seekers, and were located in Newcastle by the government as part of their asylum seeker dispersal plan.  When the new countries joined the European Union, Newcastle was therefore the obvious choice for many Roma whose family members were already settled here.
It is often forgotten that over a million Roma people died in the concentration camps of the Second World War.  The reason why many Roma people sought asylum, and why they are still coming to the UK from other areas of Europe, is the extreme persecution that Roma people still face across Europe.  

When the new Eastern European countries joined the European Union, they were told they must improve their human rights record in their treatment of Roma citizens.  Although things may have begun to improve, there is still a long way to go before the Roma people have true equality in their countries of birth.  For example, Roma children do not have equal access to education – this is because they are not seen as worthy of education.  Many older Roma people have had no access to education
	History of European Union Membership



	Date of joining EU
	Country
	Total countries in EU

	1957
	Belgium

France

West Germany

Italy

Luxembourg

Netherlands
	6

	1973
	Denmark
Ireland

United Kingdom
	9

	1981
	Greece
	10

	1986
	Portugal
Spain
	12

	1995
	Austria
Finland

Sweden
	15

	2004
	Cyprus

Czech Republic

Estonia

Hungary

Latvia

Lithuania

Malta

Poland

Slovakia

Slovenia


	25

	2007
	Bulgaria

Romania
	27


Source: Wikipedia
Why have they come to Newcastle?

Once these ten new countries joined the European Union, all of their citizens became entitled to live and work in the United Kingdom.  At the same time, all British citizens are entitled to live in the new EU countries.  This trend is illustrated by the growing number of TV programmes and newspaper features about buying property abroad.
Nationals from the new EU countries do not need a visa or permission from the government to enter the UK.  They are not asylum seekers or refugees, and have an automatic right to live here.

As new communities of people from Eastern Europe have formed throughout the North East, Newcastle Airport has put on more flights direct to countries such as Poland (Krakow), the Czech Republic (Prague), and Hungary (Budapest).  This has enabled many more people from Newcastle to have cheap flights and short breaks in these countries.
In the past, Newcastle had already become home to people from Eastern Europe, as shown by the fact that there is a local Polish Club.  Many people from Eastern Europe came to this country during World War Two to join the British armed forces.
What are they doing here?

Most people who have come here from the new European Union countries have come in search of better paid work than they could find at home.  Nationals from the European Union are entitled to work in the UK.  They do not have to get permission from the government, and they can take any job.   

Eastern European Nationals from the new EU countries have to inform the government when they have taken up employment in the UK.  (This does not apply to people from Malta and Cyprus).  They do this by joining the Home Office Workers Registration Scheme, which at present costs £70.  It is easy to join, simply requiring a form to be filled in that can be obtained by post or through the internet.
In many cases, East European migrants have filled low paid jobs that many UK workers did not wish to take.  For example, some local residential care homes rely on people from Eastern Europe who are willing to work 12 hour shifts for low wages.  Cleaning and catering are other areas where many migrants have found work.  
This has been of benefit to the local economy.  Unfortunately there are also cases of employers paying European workers less than the minimum wage and employing them in poor conditions.  This is illegal, as workers from the EU are entitled to the same legal protection as British workers.
Where do they live?
Most migrants from the new EU countries live in privately rented property.  They are not entitled to council housing unless they are registered with the Home Office Workers Registration Scheme, or have been registered previously for over a year.  Those who are unable to register on the scheme, especially older people and those in ill-health, are unable to get a home from the council. (This does not apply to people from Malta or Cyprus)
If nationals from these countries become homeless, they cannot get help from the council’s Homeless Unit or be placed in homeless accommodation unless they are registered with the Home Office Workers Registration Scheme or have been previously registered for over a year.  

The increased demand for private rented property has regenerated the housing market in some previously rundown areas.  However, it has also meant that some less scrupulous private landlords have rented out properties in poor conditions for high prices.
In the north east, young Latvians were found to be working for as little as £1 an hour and paying their landlord £60 a week for one room.

Are they entitled to benefits?
Most nationals from the new European countries cannot claim any benefits unless they have registered with the Home Office Workers Registration Scheme.  If they are not in work, they cannot claim any benefits.
Once someone is registered with the Workers Registration Scheme, they can claim some benefits.  These are Child Benefit and Housing/Council Tax Benefit.  They are also entitled to Tax Credits.
If someone loses their job, and therefore stops being registered on the Home Office Scheme, within one year, their benefits will also stop.  However, if they have been registered on the Scheme for more than a year, they could claim Job Seekers Allowance or, in some cases, Income Support, if they lose their job.

Useful contacts & information
Information & Advice
The Rights Project is a community-based advice project offering specialist information and advice to local residents, including migrants from European Union countries.
The Rights Project

292 Wingrove Road

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE4 9AA

Tel 0191 273 1838

Roma people

There are various sources of information on the history and treatment of the Roma people that can be accessed through the internet.  A useful starting point is:  http:/romove.radio.cz

KIP Briefing Paper on Asylum Seekers & Refugees

Many local residents assume that people from Eastern Europe who have come to live in the west end are “asylum seekers”.  They are not asylum seekers, but are here by right.  
There are, however, asylum seekers and also refugees living in the area.  Another KIP Briefing Paper gives information about who asylum seekers and refugees are, how they arrived in the west end of Newcastle, and what their financial and legal situation is.
KIP Briefing Papers are available from local libraries and from West End Health Resource Centre, Scotswood Support Centre, Search, Angelou Centre, Riverside Community Health Project, and many other community projects in the west end.
What is KIP?
KIP is the Knowledge Inclusion Project.  It is part of WECDC (see below).

KIP’s job is to link with local organisations and residents to do community research and pass on information about changes affecting people’s lives.  There are four main areas of work:

Research:  doing research on issues of concern to local residents and community groups in the west end.  The choice of issues to be investigated depends on what’s identified locally.  If you want to suggest a topic that might be useful to research, let us know.

Information:  disseminating information and knowledge to local residents and organisations.  KIP produces a series of briefing papers and information sheets on topics of local relevance, and organises Space for debate discussion meetings to promote discussion and debate about current changes affecting the area.

Training and support:  providing research training and support to local residents, volunteers and workers.  KIP has developed an accredited training course in research skills and can also offer bespoke training and advice to local groups and organisations.  Contact us if you are interested in this.

Consultation:  carrying out and supporting consultation with local residents.  KIP carried out consultation on current issues in order to ensure that residents’ views are fed into planning and decision-making processes.  We can also help other agencies to contact local people, but our policy is that consultation should be of benefit to participants.

Get in touch

If you want to receive copies of our reports and briefing papers, all you have to do is register with KIP by emailing us at kip@thestrategy.org.

If you are interested in research training or help, or want to discuss any aspects of KIP’s work, email us at judith.green @unn.ac.uk or write to us c/o West End Health Resource Centre, Adelaide Terrace, Benwell, NE4 8BE.

West End Community Development Consortium

The West End Community Development Consortium is funded by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund to support community participation in regeneration activities in the west end.  WECDC’s role is to:

· Facilitate networking among community groups and voluntary organisations

· Offer support and training advice and resources to existing community and voluntary organisations and support the development of new community groups and organisations

· Build the capacity of local groups and activists to participate in consultation, campaigning and decision-making bodies

· Provide an independent source of information and research about issues of concern to the local community
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