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     What’s changing in the west end?

Introduction

This briefing paper is one of a series produced by KIP intended to provide residents, community groups and local organisations with information about plans, problems and issues affecting the inner west of Newcastle.  The choice of topics to be covered by these briefing papers will be based on concerns raised by local people and groups.

Over recent months we have consulted with many people living in the inner west about their views of the changes taking place and what they see as their main concerns.  What people keep telling us over and over again is that they hear lots of rumours but do not get good reliable information about what is planned for different parts of the area.  This is especially true for Benwell and Scotswood where there is great uncertainty about what is happening in the wake of Going for Growth.
This briefing paper focuses on current plans, proposals and initiatives that will have a significant impact on people’s physical environment, including the homes they live in and the places they use for services and activities.  

Regeneration?

The word “regenerate” just means to put new life and energy into something.  Therefore “regeneration” of an area ought to be a good thing.  Unfortunately regeneration has got a bad name in the west end over recent years.  People have come to associate it with housing demolition and threats to local services.  

Regeneration strategies for areas tend to encompass almost every aspect of life.  This briefing paper looks more specifically at visible, physical changes.  It refers to broader strategies, initiatives and policy changes only to provide a context to explain where money and ideas are coming from.

Changing times

Part of the reason why it is difficult to know just what is going on at the moment is that so many changes are happening in policies, structures and funding both locally and nationally.  The government is pushing councils and the health service to change how they plan and deliver services.  There are dozens of major new initiatives.  At the local level, the change in political leadership of Newcastle City Council from Labour to Lib Dem has meant changes in priorities and in the ways services are organised and delivered.  All this creates a high level of uncertainty, and can mean that “facts” change from day to day.

What happened to Going for Growth?

Going for Growth was Newcastle City Council’s attempt at a grand strategy for the regeneration of the whole city, which

sets out the future direction and vision for the City which is to be a competitive, cosmopolitan and cohesive capital city (Tony Flynn, Leader of Newcastle Council, 2001)

However much the council stressed that this was city-wide plan and that it was about all aspects of regeneration including services and community facilities, it was the proposals for large-scale housing demolition in the west end that local residents understandably focused on.  The original Going for Growth proposals fingered several housing areas for possible demolition.  The particular proposals for North Benwell and the BKW (Beechgrove/Kenilworth/Warrington) streets were withdrawn, and the final extent of clearance further west will not be as great as originally proposed.  However, the main plan to clear a large area of Scotswood and West Benwell in order to create a big empty site for a new “world class” housing development went ahead.

Many residents remember the day about five years ago when they opened the newspaper to find a list of streets identified for demolition - most of them in the west end.  Today Scotswood and West Benwell are peppered with empty sites, partially cleared streets of housing, and rows of boarded up homes.  Dereliction is everywhere, but there are few signs of the “urban renaissance” promised by Going for Growth.

The council’s 2001 masterplan for the west end contained a commitment to create a new Scotswood/West Benwell, building on existing community strengths to develop an urban village that can support high quality local services including a full service school. The masterplan envisaged the first 1,000 new homes being built in Scotswood and West Benwell in 2006.  

Last year the Lib Dems took control of the City Council, committed to stopping Going for Growth.  By that time, of course, it was too late to reverse the main housing demolition plans for Scotswood and West Benwell.  Streets not actually demolished already had been so thoroughly blighted by years of being under threat of clearance that their fate was sealed.  

Locally there is widespread confusion about what is to happen to the area and how long it will be before the remaining housing is cleared.  Detailed information about particular streets and time-scales is not easy to find.  The situation, as far as it is known, is summarised below in the “Housing” section.  

In addition to the housing plans, the legacy of Going for Growth also hangs on in the shape of plans for a District Heart, an Academy, and a new transport system.  These plans are at different stages - see different sections below

Regeneration plans for Scotswood and West Benwell

The Going for Growth masterplan had envisaged a big increase in the number of homes in the inner west, mainly through the creation of a “World Class Urban Village” in Scotswood and West Benwell with up to 3,000 new houses.  This was criticised by the government and the Audit Commission as unrealistic.  Whatever redevelopment takes place now will be much more limited in scale, at least for the next decade or so.

The City Council has just appointed a consortium of consultants (EDAW) to develop an Area Action Plan for Scotswood and Benwell.  This will provide a framework for the overall regeneration of the area showing in broad terms how redevelopment will take place.  The consultants’ job is to get views from the local community and draw up options for the future of the area in light of what people say.  They will be based in the Scotswood Library building.

The timetable for the Area Action Plan includes many stages and envisages the plan being finally adopted in early 2008.  Meanwhile work will proceed in parallel on particular aspects of redevelopment – of which the plans for a Housing Expo and an Academy are the first in line.

Many residents have read about the council’s plan to have a Housing Expo in Scotswood.  This would be the first stage of new development.  Another firm of consultants (Urban Initiatives) are responsible for this.  The Housing Expo is still very much at the ideas stage, with no definite funding or plans in place.  

What is the Housing Expo?

The Housing Expo basically will be an exhibition of houses built by different developers.   It will be rather like a collection of showhouses.  There may also be marquees and other features, but none of this is decided yet.  The Expo will be in the southern part of Scotswood, but the exact location has not yet been decided.

The underlying intention of the Expo is to attract people to think about Scotswood and Benwell in a new way, show the kinds of new housing that could be built there, and promote a new image of the area.

The idea came out of a study commissioned from the consultants Price Waterhouse Coopers as part of Going for Growth.  The study said that real change would only happen in Scotswood if people’s view of the area could be changed.  

According to the City Council, 

The ambitions for the Housing Expo are to create a step change in development quality and sustainability in a manner that begins to shape the overall image and identity of the Scotswood area.

A housing expo is an international demonstration of the best current ideas and approaches to urban living.  The Housing Expo Model is a well tried and tested way at achieving very significant regeneration outcomes in Northern Europe.  

This initiative will be a UK first and the first set within existing communities.  Initial feasibility work has identified the potential for an event that would see 200-300 new units together with around 100-150 refurbished dwellings....

The physical legacy of the Expo could become part of a new residential community in the West End of the City, helping to revitalise low demand areas and acting as a commitment to the type quality of development anticipated for the future

(Report of Director of Regeneration, June 2005)

The intention is to hold the Expo in 2008, provided that the land has been cleared by this time.  In the meantime, a process of housing demolition and improvement of parts of the remaining housing stock will take place.  (see below for plans for housing and academy)

Apart from changing priorities, the main reason not much has happened recently to progress the regeneration plans for Scotswood and Benwell is that there has been a major reorganisation and staff changes in the City Council.  The city-wide Going for Growth team has been wound up.  The plan is to have separate teams for each regeneration project, based in local areas.  For the Scotswood and West Benwell area there will be a team of planners, urban designers, consultants and others based in the former Scotswood Library building on Armstrong Road.  These staff are being appointed at the moment.  Apart from the consultants, who will start work this autumn, the team are unlikely to be in place until next year because of the time it takes to get staff in post.

Regeneration plans for Elswick

The Elswick area is being looked at currently through The Elswick Study.  This is another masterplan, but it tries to develop its long-term “vision” for Elswick from the bottom up by starting with asking local people what they like and don’t like about the area.  The report says:

Recent history suggests that change must be organic - a step-by-step process of working with the local community, the City Council and other stakeholders to build consensus on both the long-term vision and on the short/medium-term implications for neighbourhoods and individuals.........

It is our intention that this strategy will use future change to keep the community alive and re-invigorate it - not to remove and replace it  (A Future for Elswick - consultants’ report July 2005)
The Elswick Study is being carried out by consultants.  The organisations behind it are New Deal for Communities, Newcastle City Council and Pathfinder.  The Study is intended to provide a framework for the future development of Elswick, not come up with detailed proposals.  It is meant to be a 20 year plan within which specific changes will fit.  

The report contains a number of ideas that give a flavour of what might happen in future:

· a new health centre on Elswick Road

· improvements to Elswick Park

· improvements to Cruddas Park shopping centre 

· attracting a superstore to Elswick

It is important to stress that these are only ideas at the moment.  There will be further consultation with local people both about the broad strategy presented in the report and any detailed plans that are developed on the basis of this. 

Discovery Quarter

The so-called Discovery Quarter is on the eastern edge of the west end.  It includes the Brewery site.  The council sees the area as being “The largest remaining opportunity for growth of the City Centre”, and envisages major office and housing development there.  Currently consultants are drawing up outline plans for the area.  Their report is due at the end of 2005.

Housing

The current plans with regard to housing can be divided into demolition and improvement.  The council sees this as an integrated strategy to regenerate the whole inner west by removing areas of housing seen as having no future and upgrading the remaining housing in adjacent areas in order to support re-development.  For residents living among boarded-up housing, the central question is: what’s going to be demolished and when, and what’s going to stay up and possibly be improved?  

Housing demolition

The number of homes scheduled for clearance in the inner west was over 1,450.  There has been extensive demolition to date, especially in Scotswood.  Currently there are about 690 properties remaining.  

The demolition work taking place at the moment is scattered around Scotswood – most recently on Armstrong Road.  The list below shows streets affected by demolition (although not all the houses in each street are necessarily being knocked down and in some cases only a few).

Local residents are often puzzled to see boarded-up houses standing empty for months or years, and wonder why they can’t be demolished straightaway.  One of the main reasons for delay is that the council can only knock down properties that they actually own.  So far demolition has been limited to properties already owned by the council or those acquired voluntarily from owners.  The council is now moving to take powers to enable them to use Compulsory Purchase Orders.  If the process has to go as far as a CPO, it is likely to be 2008 before we see complete demolition of the remaining areas of housing.

The bulk of the properties still to be demolished are in West Benwell.  The whole of the West Benwell Terraces area and all of Lower Delaval Estate will be demolished.  

The council has stated that: “There are no other areas where demolition is being considered”.

Streets affected by housing clearance 

Delaval Road

Milford Road

Denton Gardens

Benwell Dene Terrace

Benwell Lane

Woodland Crescent

Holmland

Forest Road

Armstrong Road

Robert Street

Pretoria Street

Shafto Street

Whitfield Road

Stoneyhurst Avenue

Wayside

Bankside

Woodstock Road

Heath Crescent

Delaval Gardens

Whitehouse Road

Denton Road

Dorset Road

Yewcroft Avenue

Broadmead Way

Housing improvement

There are three designated Neighbourhood Improvement Areas in the inner west.  These are 

 Scotswood Village

 Bishops Road

 Derwent Street/Axwell Park View/Sandoe Gardens.

Neighbourhood Improvement Areas are areas of private housing where properties are seen as sustainable in the long-term but need co-ordinated investment and improvement.  The three inner west ones are adjacent to clearance areas.  The council has some money from Pathfinder this year and hopes to obtain further funding to pay for improvements such as roof repairs, windows and environmental improvements.   There have been considerable delays in implementing the improvement schemes.  The plan is to start work on the DAS streets over the next few months, with work starting on the others over the following year.

There are also several designated Renewal Areas.  These are usually larger areas than Neighbourhood Improvement Areas where it is thought that improvements alone would not be sufficient.  As well as helping to attract funding, making an area a Renewal Area gives councils compulsory purchase powers.  North Benwell terraces and Scotswood are already Renewal Areas.  The council is in the process of designating the High Cross area as a Renewal Area.  This would cover the area from St John’s Road to Atkinson Road, including Adelaide Terrace, and also includes Bilbrough Gardens and McDonald Road.  There are also plans to make the Triangle area of Elswick a Renewal Area.  The council is currently working on detailed plans to obtain Pathfinder money for improvements in these Renewal Areas.

The Cruddas Park multi-storey tower blocks are being looked at currently, with a view to future improvements.  This would be likely to be a major scheme involving transferring some of the blocks out of council ownership.  The council has also used Pathfinder money to fund some feasibility work in Gill Street and Rachel Maughan.  This is all at the planning stage and there is no definite money to carry out improvements yet.

What is Pathfinder?

Pathfinder is a central government programme.  The local pathfinder covers large parts of Newcastle and Gateshead - an area with 77,000 homes in all - and is called Bridging NewcastleGateshead.  It is one of only nine “housing market renewal pathfinders” in the country, set up to tackle “low demand housing”.  The inner west is one of the areas covered, and it includes the whole of the new Scotswood and Benwell Ward and Elswick Ward.  
Bridging NewcastleGateshead is not so much a project as a strategy with money to give out.  It is now the most important funder as far as housing regeneration and supporting activities are concerned, and the City Council is mainly dependent on pathfinder money to carry out its own plans.  Pathfinder funds different projects across the area - some of which are about demolishing or improving housing and others are about better neighbourhood management.  Projects in the current pathfinder programme include:

· Scotswood and Benwell Neighbourhood Improvement Areas 

· The scheduled Renewal Areas in High Cross, McDonald Road and Bilbrough Gardens  and in the Triangle area of Elswick

· Feasibility work on Cruddas Park multi-storey tower blocks, Gill Street and Rachel Maughan 

· Demolition and feasibility work in Scotswood, and Neighbourhood Wardens 

· The North Benwell Neighbourhood Management Initiative (which covers North Benwell Terraces, Gill Street, and High Cross)  has funded more police and street wardens as well as a community development project

A District Heart?

One of Going for Growth’s big ideas was to have a new District Heart in the inner west.  There has never been agreement on where or what it should be, and there has been no real consultation with local residents.  However the idea has not gone away.  Behind the scenes a considerable amount of discussion and feasibility work has gone on.  

The area around the bottom of Condercum Road is seen as the location for the District Heart.  Until very recently Phase One was to be a new building to house a council customer service centre plus health centre, due to open in 2007.  But (see below) these plans are now being revised.  
The Majestic site

Since the old Majestic building was knocked down, rumours have been flying around about what was to happen on the site.  The site is on the east side of Condercum Road by the junction with Adelaide Terrace.  Next to it is the Dolphin Street Community Centre, a well-used community building run by a local community association.  The association heard that their centre might also be demolished to accommodate the new building being planned, and they have been waiting for months to hear their fate.

The original plan was to create a new service centre on the site including some local health services (such as two or three of the GP surgeries) and council services (including the library and the housing office).  This was to be funded through one of the government’s private finance initiatives.  Discussions have been taking for more than two years.  For a long time, everything was on hold while the Primary Care Trust (the organisation that is responsible for planning and commissioning community health services) decided exactly what it wanted to put in the building.  Very recently, however, the Trust suddenly said that it had decided not to have any services on this site at all.  

The current state of play is that the council is planning to go ahead with the development of a Customer Service Centre on the Majestic site.  The council’s idea is that this would house 

· the existing Benwell Housing Office (now on Adelaide Terrace next to the Bond Church) 

· Benwell Library (now on Atkinson Road)

· an access point for advice and information about other council services 

· possibly other organisations - depending on who is interested in coming in

New plans are being drawn up at the moment.  At this point, they only cover the old Majestic site.  So for the moment it looks like Dolphin Street Community Centre is safe.  Council representatives have stated that there are no plans to demolish the centre.

Former Safeway site 

On the other side of Condercum Road from the Majestic site, the site previously occupied by a Safeway supermarket has been recently cleared.  This site will have a new Lidl supermarket, which is under construction at the moment. 
The General Hospital site

Residents have seen the General Hospital site- previously crowded with a variety of buildings of different shapes, sizes and ages - progressively emptying during recent years.  There is already a large area of vacant land at the front of the site, and further services are scheduled to move over the next few years.  An estimated two-thirds of the site will soon be surplus to health service requirements.  

The main impact on local residents, from a healthcare point of view, will be the removal of the Accident and Emergency unit to the RVI site.  Also moving are the Cancer Centre and various other wards and services.  The Cancer Centre will relocate to the Freeman Hospital site in 2008 and the remaining facilities to the RVI in 2009-2010.  The northern end of the site will remain in a variety of health service uses – mainly for older people.  

Meanwhile the future use of the vacant part of the site is at this point undecided.  The site is owned by the Newcastle upon Tyne NHS Trust. The hospital trust favour a supermarket development on the site, and have come to an agreement with Tesco.  This is not yet definite however as Tesco have to secure planning permission before they can develop there.  Informal consultation is currently happening, prior to a planning application.  

This would leave the middle of the site vacant.  Options under consideration include housing, care services for older people, and research facilities.  Local consultation is promised on the future of this part of the site.  

Benwell Library

The future of Benwell Library building on Atkinson Road is up in the air.  The council wants to move the library service into the planned new customer service centre, but there has not yet been any consultation with local people about this.  As well as the library service itself, the building also houses the Riverside Community Health Project, the West Newcastle Local Studies photographic collection, Kidstuff toy library, and a range of courses, classes and facilities for residents of all ages.  It is not yet known what the future of the building and its other users would be if the library service were to move.  

The only libraries now remaining in the inner west, south of the West Road, are Benwell and Cruddas Park (which is in the shopping centre).  Scotswood Library has closed, and the building is to house the new “regeneration team” working on the Scotswood and West Benwell regeneration plans.

KIP is carrying out an evaluation of how the Benwell Library building is used at the moment and how the local community want to see it develop.  If you have any views about this, please contact us - contact details at the end of this Briefing Paper.

A new transport route?

The idea of extending the metro to the west end has been around for a long time.  Going for Growth briefly revived these ambitions.  There was talk of the possibility of some kind of new light rapid transit system.  Unfortunately this option has now completely dropped out of official discussions about plans for the west end.  This sort of thing is not a government priority and there is no obvious way of paying for a such a scheme at the moment.  A recent City Council report explained

In the short term, transport improvement in support of regeneration are likely to be bus-based involving the comprehensive treatment of a number of strategic bus corridors or “super-routes”.
Government area regeneration initiatives

New Deal for Communities is the last of a string of area-based regeneration programmes in the west end that started with City Challenge in 1991.  

City Challenge covered a large area of the inner west, from Scotswood to Arthurs Hill, spending £37.5million over five years.  

After City Challenge came the Single Regeneration Budget programme.  This has had seven rounds, of which the last (SRB6) comes to an end next March.  During this time there were three programmes targeted at particular parts of the west end - Scotswood, North Benwell, and an area made up of South Benwell, High Cross and North Benwell which was called the Heart of the West End for the purposes of the programme.  

Although it’s not an area-based programme like the others mentioned, currently there is also the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund.  This covers a large part of the city including most of the inner west.  The government approves the money year by year.  Newcastle has already had two years of NRF money and is now waiting to see how much it will get next year and what it can be spent on.

New Deal for Communities
New Deal for Communities (NDC) is a central government programme aimed at the 1% of areas in the country that rank worst in terms of deprivation.  Newcastle New Deal for Communities runs for ten years – from 2000 to 2010.  During that period it has almost £45million to spend.  It has a relatively small catchment area, mainly consisting of Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and the Arthurs Hill Terraces.  

During its first five years, NDC funded more than a hundred different “revenue” projects (that is, money spent on staffing and activities).  Now it is about to change course radically.  It is moving into a new phase in which it will focus on physical projects.  It is involved in a number of studies looking at the future of particular parts of the area, such as the Cruddas Park multi-storey flats.

NDC board has set itself up as a limited company, with the aim of remaining a key player in regeneration after the end of its ten year life.  There is talk of extending its activities to a wider geographical area.  In order to secure its existence after 2010, NDC is investing money in assets such as buildings and trading companies.  The idea is to fund future activities from the proceeds generated by these.  For example, it is thinking of building new premises for Westgate Hill School which it would then lease to the school.

Meanwhile it is unclear what the future will hold for many projects currently funded by NDC.  
Reviving the Heart of the West End

Reviving the Heart of the West End was an SRB programme that refused to die.  It covered North Benwell, High Cross and South Benwell.  When the money ran out four years ago, RHWE became a community trust with the intention of continuing to work for the benefit of the local community.  RHWE is now involved in property management.  It runs two buildings on Buddle Road, one of which is an enterprise centre providing supported accommodation for new businesses and the other with office accommodation for more established businesses.  The board of the trust is made up of local residents, and any money made will go back into the local community
Schools

The Academy

The big change affecting the west end is the plan to build a new “Academy” for 11-18 year olds.  This would replace West Gate Community College.  Academies are a radically new type of school – run by the private sector but with public money.  Nearly all the costs of the new school building will come from the government.  The council has to provide the land.  Control of the academy will be in the hands of the “sponsor”.  In the case of the west end academy this is Lord Laidlaw, a Scottish businessman and Conservative peer.  

The current plan is to build the academy on a site in Scotswood ……..

The target date for the academy to open is September 2008.  When the academy opens, West Gate Community College will cease to exist as a school.  The future of the school site is uncertain.  The plan however is to retain the Centre for Sport on the present site.  

The formal decision to develop a new academy has already been taken by the council, following a consultation exercise over the summer.  The next steps are

 The legal procedure for closing West Gate will start in the autumn

 Starting soon, the academy sponsor is to hold consultation about what kind of school the academy will be

 Planning permission will be sought to build a school on the new site – with outline planning permission probably applied for by the end of 2005

 The council is also planning to consult local residents about the closure of Norland Road Community Centre 

Each of these steps will give residents opportunities to find out more information and give their views.

Primary Schools

There are no plans to develop any new primary schools in the inner west.  The original Going for Growth plans envisaged large-scale new housing development in Scotswood and West Benwell, which would probably have meant a new primary school in Scotswood.  This will not happen now.

There are no closures of primary schools planned either, although some individual schools have quite low numbers at present.  There are new developments planned on some of the existing school sites:

 Delaval Road School is to be extended to create a new school catering for children from 0-11, with additional community facilities.  Building work starts soon and should be completed by September 2006.  The new development will be called the Bridgewater Centre
 Canning Street School is to be refurbished and partially rebuilt. This is a private finance initiative, which means that the new school building will be owned by a private company and leased to the school, and also that cleaning and school meals will be run by private firms.  There is not a definite timetable yet for the building works but these should take place between 2007-2010.  The school will continue to operate on the existing site until the new building is ready.

 Westgate Hill Primary School may get a new building funded by New Deal for Communities.  Under the proposed arrangements, New Deal would own the building and lease it to the school. There is no definite decision yet but this is under discussion.  The existing school building is listed and cannot be demolished, so the replacement building would have to be built on the grounds adjacent to it.

Nurseries

Valley View Nursery is due to be closed next year.  Valley View, Armstrong Road Day Nursery and Delaval Road School nursery class will be merged to create a new early years unit at the Bridgewater Centre.  It is not yet known what will happen to the Valley View building.

Children’s Centres

One of the government’s big ideas is to create “Children’s Centres” in different areas to provide a range of services for young children and their families.  There will be 12 children’s centres in Newcastle by March 2006.  The term “children’s centre” has caused some confusion, as many people assume it means that there will be a building in each area.  This is what is happening in some areas, but not in Newcastle.  A Children’s Centre in Newcastle is not a building.  

“We think of Children’s Centres as locality areas where services relevant to the needs of people living in that locality are delivered.  The services are provided by a wide range of different people working for the maintained, private and voluntary sectors and with backgrounds in health, education, social care and community development” (Newcastle Children’s Centres Newsletter June/July 2005) 

The main noticeable change will be that the existing Sure Start programmes, which cater for children under four and their families, will be called Children’s Centres instead.  There are two in the inner west – Westgate and Armstrong.  Two new Children’s Centres are being created, in Wingrove and Fenham.    

There will also be changes to the target age range.  Whereas Sure Starts work with children under four, Children’s Centres will work with under-fives.  The government intends that the age range will eventually extend to 19.  The boundaries of the Armstrong Children’s Centre will initially remain the same as that of the Sure Start, but the Westgate Children’s Centre will extend to include the New Mills area.  Unlike Sure Starts, which are only allowed to provide services to people living within their target area, Children’s Centre services can be accessed by any families.

How people can keep informed and get involved

Ward Sub-Committees

The Ward Sub-Committee meetings are probably the best single place to go to keep abreast of changes affecting your area.  Your local councillors attend, plus representatives of different council departments and agencies such as the police.  Residents can ask questions, give opinions, and raise concerns about the area.

Ward Sub-Committees also give out money to community groups and local organisations for projects that benefit the local area.

New area structures

There are a lot of plans being discussed at the moment for various new structures to fit in with the changes taking place in policies and planning mechanisms.  Nobody quite knows yet what is going to be set up and how it’s going to work but hopefully it should mean more opportunities for local residents and community groups to keep in touch with what’s going on and make their voices heard.

It is likely that new Area Partnerships will be set up.  These will replace the council’s Area Committees (which are widely thought to have been a failure).  These would bring together the City Council and other organisations providing services in the area.  It is likely that there would be one partnership for the whole of the west end, covering the same area as the new parliamentary constituency which comes into effect in 2006.  Final plans are still to be agreed however.

Local Partnership Boards

The City Council has a stated commitment to having community involvement in the regeneration of local areas.  At the moment there are several new structures being set up.  The plan is to have partnership boards to oversee each area regeneration project, with community representation.  Currently two local partnership boards are being formed: one for Scotswood and one for the North Benwell Neighbourhood Management Area (which confusingly includes High Cross and Gill Street Estate).  Local authority community workers are playing a key role in developing these.  Scotswood already has an existing Joint Working Group - established during the Going for Growth period to bring residents and the City Council together to discuss the plans for the area.  There are as yet no plans to dismantle this.  It is likely that New Deal for Communities will take a lead role in involving local communities in regeneration plans within the NDC area, acting as a sort of arms-length agency for the council.

Keeping in touch

This briefing paper only scratches the surface of the changes taking place in the west end.  There is so much changing, and it is changing so fast, and the changes affect so many people’s lives.  The experience of trying to compile a briefing paper on regeneration in the inner west has led us to the conclusion that there is a need for a regular newsletter giving people up-to-date information.  

In order to put together a newsletter, we need help from people living and working in the area.  Let us know if you hear about plans or rumours.  Or if you have questions you want answered.
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    WHAT IS KIP?

KIP is the Knowledge Inclusion Project

· KIP works across the inner west neighbourhoods of Newcastle

· Its aim is to provide information and research support to community groups and local residents

· Its was set up in response to concerns expressed by local residents about not having access to independent sources of good information about what’s happening in the area

· It is part of the West End Community Development Consortium – a network of local voluntary organisations in the west end

KIP’s job is to link with local groups and organisations and with residents to do community research and pass on information about changes affecting people’s lives.  The issues to be investigated could be anything from policing to hospitals and from air pollution to private landlords.  The issues will be identified by local residents and community groups.  If you want to suggest an area that might be useful to research, get in touch with us.

KIP will also offer research training and support to local groups and organisations.

KIP will be producing a series of briefing sheets during the next year.  These are inform residents living in the inner west about issues affecting their lives.  The first four briefing sheets will be:

What is going on around here?   A summary of current regeneration plans and how you can get involved

What do we know about the west end?   An overview of research and consultation carried out in the area over the past five years, and what it tells us

An Academy for the west end of Newcastle.   An explanation of the debate surrounding academies, in the context of the current proposal; to establish one in the west end 

Community cohesion.   A review of activities done elsewhere that help to bring communities together

The subjects of other briefing papers over the next year are up to you!  What do you need to know about?  What would you like more information about? Is there something happening in your area that needs investigation? Get in touch and let us know

If you want to receive copies of the reports and briefing sheets, then all you have to do is register with KIP, either by e-mailing us on kip@thestrategy.org or filling in the form below and sending it to us.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stay in touch, keep informed, register with KIP

Name……………………………………………………………………………………

Address……………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………

Send this form to; KIP, 447 Armstrong Road, Scotswood, Newcastle. NE15 6HS.
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The West End Community Development Consortium is a network of voluntary organisations based in the west end who are working together to look at ways of bringing about more co-ordinated, broad-based community participation in regeneration activities by bringing together existing networks in the inner west and supporting the development of new ones.  It is funded for one year by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund.  The projects involved are: Scotswood Area Strategy, Healthworks West, Riverside Community Health Project, Search and the Angelou Centre.

KIP works in Association with Northumbria University.







