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What is happening to our shops?

Over the last few years, there has been a growing concern about the availability of affordable or healthy food for residents in the inner west of Newcastle.  There has been an overall reduction in the number of shops, whilst in some neighbourhoods - Cruddas Park, West Benwell and Scotswood, in particular – local shopping provision has declined drastically over recent years, to such an extent that residents are not able to do their basic food shopping locally. This is partly a consequence of major regeneration programmes which have removed large areas of housing.  However it is also important to understand the changes in retailing nationally that have changed the face of food shopping.
This Discussion Paper looks at the wider trends in retailing that have contributed to the decline of smaller local shops and the impact of these changes on residents and local communities in areas like the inner west of Newcastle.
This Discussion Paper is written by Dr Jo Whaley and published by the Knowledge Inclusion Project.

Knowledge Inclusion Project

The Knowledge Inclusion Project (KIP) is part of the work of the West End Community Development Consortium – a partnership of locally-managed voluntary organisations in the inner west end of Newcastle who are working together to support community participation.  This work is funded by the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund. KIP’s role is to link with local organisations and residents to do community research and pass on information about changes affecting people’s lives, and to provide training and support around research, consultation and evaluation. 

