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Number 3

Just how local is the Area Strategy?
The Scotswood Area Strategy is as much a local, community project as it is possible to be.

Its history is rooted in the local area. (See the Little Pink booklet Number 1)

It is run by local people.

It is based in the community

Only local residents can be members

Only local residents can be trustee/directors

The Area Strategy has always been primarily concerned with the local community. This is why it was set up and this is why it exists.

When the ward boundaries were changed a few years ago it also extended its work to include the new area.

It does work closely with other community and voluntary organisations in the west end but it does not deliver services for them. 

It does, of course, get involved in all sorts of partnerships but this is nothing less than good practice and is only of benefit to the work in the Scotswood/Benwell area.

It only runs one project under a contract with the New Deal for Communities, running a specialist youth project in Elswick and Arthurs Hill. This helps makes the economics of the organisation work better as many costs are shared. This is also in line with Government Policy which encourages community and voluntary sector organisations to take on external contracts to help make them financially viable. The Area Strategy only took on this project at the specific request of the New Deal for Communities.

It has never subsidised this project.

It has never raised funds for work outside the area.

Something in the region of 30 local residents are involved in the project in a voluntary capacity.

Local residents are involved in all the staff recruitment and selection. Out of a total workforce of 27, 8 live in the Scotswood area and a further 7 from the west end. Of these 6 started out as users of the project, then volunteers, then were employed as trainees, were put through proper training, and are now fully qualified staff.
Last years figures illustrate the community emphasis of the work.
149 parents were involved in family support, all from the Scotswood/Benwell area.

629 people were involved in family events, all from the Scotswood Benwell area

682 people were involved in community events, all from the Scotswood Benwell area.

2,680 copies of the community newspaper were distributed, all I the Scotswood and Benwell area.

16,006 people visited out Scotswood/|Benwell café/bakery

1,126 young people were involved in the Scotswood and Benwell area, 838 from outside the area, mostly from the New Deal area.

