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Number 4
Angela’s Story
My involvement with the Scotswood Area Strategy started from a young age. I attended the Strategy once a week as a means of keeping me and my group of friends off the streets. 

I was first introduced to it by a community police officer who had informed two of the local youth workers about myself and peers loitering about an unused leisure centre. This leisure centre was Scotswood swimming baths, which has been demolished for a number of years now. The baths wasn’t just any place we decided to hang around I used to attend a youth club in there for a number of years prior to that. A few of my peers also used to attend the boxing club in there as well, so the baths held sentimental value for all of us as well as the local community.

When the baths were demolished it meant that we didn’t have a place to go to occupy our spare time and basically keep us out of trouble.

This led to us hanging around in the place that we knew best and we felt safe in, which, looking back, would have most probably looked to other people like we were loitering around and causing anti-social behaviour.

After the Youth Workers were informed of us hanging around at the leisure centre they came down one day, introduced themselves and arranged a meeting with us at the strategy.

At the meeting an outline was arranged to go Go-Karting and this was basically and ice breaker between “us” and “them”. From that day on I became a regular attendee of the Strategy.

A few years passed and I felt I had out grown the project so I stopped going and moved on to other things. Then when I left school I was unsure about where I was going next or what I was doing.

Out of curiosity I went to the project and asked for some advice and support and to my surprise they suggested an expedition which entailed a 3 month voluntary trip to Ghana in West Africa. My first thoughts about this were the obvious: “I can’t do it.” I went away and had a serious think about whether I would actually go. I realised that it was a once in a life time opportunity which most people would never get the chance to do. It would be life changing. I went back to the strategy a few days later and I went straight about raising money with a lot of help from them.

When I returned from my 3 months in Africa I was immediately offered a volunteer youth workers placement to help me to adjust back in to normal life.

Throughout this I carried out a volunteer’s course which is accredited through the Open College Network and then became a full time trainee Youth Worker for the Youth Inclusion Programme (YIP) which is a part of the Scotswood Area Strategy.

I worked for the YIP for 4 years in which time I gained various skills through different training programmes. These include an introduction to Youth Work, First aid, Drugs and alcohol, Child protection and signs of well being among others.

I achieved a level 2 in detached Youth Work and have recently gained a VRQ level 2 in Youth Work. Throughout all of my training and Youth Work it was the Strategy that pushed me to achieve higher and guide me down all of the right paths to my current career. I wouldn’t have been able to do the things that I have done without them nor would I have been given any of the opportunities or gained any of the skills that I have.

The Strategy has helped me through my career and has opened every doorway possible so that I could have aimed higher. From a very young age they have played a huge role in my leisure and learning and have therefore influenced me and given me the incentive to become what I am now.

Being a part of the Strategy from a young age has made me more successful in my career because I have hands on experience as I have been in similar situations to the youths I work with today.

I am currently planning on going to University to study for a degree in Youth and Community Work. I no longer work with the strategy full time I work for another local youth project but I am still carrying on with Youth Work and all of the skills and opportunities given to me by them.
