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More FAQ’s
Did the Pink Palace know it was to be demolished?
In a way the answer to this is yes. It was part of the original announcement of wide scale demolition in 2000, but when the Lib Dems took control of the council a year or two later they stopped Going for Growth, it was one of the main planks of their manifesto. We were also told by Gregg Stone, the then chair of regeneration, that demolition of the Pink Palace was not necessary and that new plans would be drawn up and everyone would have a chance to comment on them.

Conversations with senior planners at the St James Park events reinforced this. We were told that the community would be offered a number of options and until one was selected they wouldn’t know if demolition would be on the cards. 

In addition in September 2005 the City Council issued a list of current demolition plans, the Pink Palace was not on this list and we were told ‘there are no other areas where demolition is being considered’.

In 2006, as promised, they carried out their consultation, one of the options was ‘do nothing’. If this had been the outcome then demolition would not have been on the cards. It was at this stage that a decision was taken to adopt a plan which at some stage was to include the demolition of the Pink Palace.

So, to sum up, the original decision was cancelled and it was only in late 2006 that a new decision was taken. At no time did anyone consult us about this and we have never seen any documents which specifically tell people that such an option would mean the demolition of the Pink Palace. In our view it was stealthily slipped through.
Will there will be a new community building in Scotswood?
There are no guarantees at the moment regarding a building to replace the Pink Palace. If there is to be one, then the Pink Palace should stay up until this is in place. It is, after all, already a multi use community facility. Why should the community lose the one it’s got without any clear assurances?
Was the Pink palace represented on the Steering Group (Area Action Board)?
Dave Gaston represents the voluntary sector, specifically the Regen Forum. He does not sit on the steering group on our behalf. He does this as part of his work outside of the Pink Palace. Remember he only works for the Pink Palace half time. If it had ever been stated that the selected option would result in the demolition of the Pink Palace he would have told us, but he didn’t see anything to that effect.
Was the Pink palace represented on the joint Working Group?

When we asked to be represented on the JWG, specifically Rob Moore, we were told this was not appropriate and in any case it was due to be disbanded, we were only allowed to make a presentation. If we were ever invited to join it it was a long time ago, certainly more than two years, and why haven’t any of the area officers who serve it come to talk about how we could get involved. It is such an obvious omission that the largest community organisation in the area is not involved you would have thought they would do something about it.

Was the Pink palace represented on the Peoples Forum?

We wrote an asked if we could join the forum with one trustee coming along accompanied by the manager to support them. We were told that only residents could attend. We don’t really understand who decided this, and why it is not up to us to decide how we are represented, but there you are, we were excluded. It was interesting to note that the meeting after this was attended by workers from other organisations so evidently one rule applies to us and not to others.

